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Meeting Minutes of 
The Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health 

1:00 PM – July 12, 2011 
 

The Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health met at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12, 2011 at Barry 
Hall’s conference room 126, 14 Harrington Road, Cranston RI 02920. 

Members Present: Rich Leclerc, Chair, Richard Antonelli, Linda Bryan, Joseph Le, Bruce Long, Anne 
Mulready, Fred Trapassi, and Elizabeth Earls 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Sandy Woods and Frank Pace, Department of Children, Youth and 
Families (DCYF); Michelle Branch, Department of Corrections (DOC), Dr. Michael Fine and Colleen 
Poselli, Department of Health (DOH); Sharon Kernan, Department of Human Services (DHS), and 
Craig Stenning and Charles Williams, Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental 
Disabilities and Hospitals (BHDDH); Michael Montenaro, Office of Rehabilitation Services 

Guests:  Vivian Weisman, Jill Beckwith and Karen Kanaster 

Staff:  Corinna Roy and Lisa Stevens 

Once a quorum was established, and introductions were made, the Chair, Richard Leclerc, called the 
meeting to order at 1:11 p.m.  Richard entertained a motion to accept the minutes of June 9, 2011. 
Joseph Le motioned to accept the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mark Fields. Richard called 
for a vote to approve the minutes, all were in favor and the minutes were approved as written. 
 
Updates from DHS:    Sharon Kernan presented.  Sharon was pleased to announce that parents who 
lose custody of children due to substance abuse issues may now retain their medical insurance in order 
to get treatment.  This is a reunification support and will be managed by starting with new cases 
meeting certain criteria.  This is for families motivated to keep their insurance to get the help they need 
to get their children back.  Rich requested that when the protocols/standards for the pilot are ready they 
be distributed to the council.   
 
Budget items reported were cuts in transportation funding and increases in premiums for RIteCare 
Families will need to pay to 5% of the premium costs.  Personal choice program funding has been cut 
in half.  The RIteShare program co-pays will be reduced.  A pain management pilot program has been 
approved for the 4th quarter of 2012 for clients on Medicaid to gain access to alternatives to emergency 
room treatment.  Some alternatives would be massage, acupuncture etc.   
 
A managed care approach for dual eligible clients (clients who are eligible for Medicare and Medicaid) 
is a CMS top priority.   
 
Updates from BHDDH:    Craig Stenning presented.  Craig introduced Dr. Michael Fine, the new 
Director of the Department of Health, to the Council.   
 
Craig stated that, two weeks after of the passing of the budget, the total of cuts to the Department are 
close to 40 million dollars.  There are three major transformation projects that will be worked on 
concurrently.  First, there will be a complete transformation on the way BHDDH supports the Division 
of Developmental Disabilities, called Project Sustainability.  Second will be the Health Homes 
program which combines treatment for mental health and primary care. Finally, the Department will 
consolidate the Eleanor Slater Hospital Cranston campus.  Each of these endeavors is a huge 
undertaking.  Unfortunately, the General Assembly did not negate any of the budget cutting proposals 
that BHDDH proposed.  In particular, the proposal to cut the CMAP program is still in the budget, 
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along with changes to the detox RFP.  The Department is close to finalizing its submission to the CMS.  
To conduct these initiatives, the budget gives us a relief in staffing, and there will be a large 
reorganization to the Department.   
 
The Rally for Recovery is officially a co-sponsor for Waterfire this year.  The rally will be held on 
September 10 on North Main Street, Providence.  Kathryn Power the Department’s former Director, 
who is now SAMHSA’s Director for Mental Health Services in Washington, will be coming to speak 
at this rally. This is also the first time a sitting Governor will be attending and speaking at the rally.  
There will shortly be an announcement from SAMHSA that last year’s rally won the award for the best 
rally in the country.  Part of the reason RI won this award was because it was one of the first states to 
combine its focus of recovery on mental health, substance abuse and developmental disabilities.   
 
The bill that this department sponsored for contracted businesses that employ developmentally disabled 
persons has been passed and the Governor has signed it.  We will hold a ceremony at one of the job 
sites later in the summer.  Purchasing worked many hours with us to ensure that the bill would be 
supported.  We are all very happy that this bill has passed.  
 
Liz Earles wanted the Council to be clear that the cut to CMAP, which was about $600,000, meant that 
people who were eligible to receive their psychotropic medications under CMAP will now have to 
show that they have been to a higher level of care.  This will mean that clients will have to go to 
emergency rooms, have an inpatient stay at a hospital or an acute stabilization unit before receiving 
their medications.  This applies to people with either a major mental illness or a chronic, persistent 
mental illness.  This cut will impact both emergency rooms and the prison system.  Liz said that there 
will be a meeting with the Secretary of OHHS to see if there is any possible modification of this cut.  
 
Rhode Island has chosen to take the opportunity provided under the Health Care Reform Act to create 
Medicaid Health Homes. To participate, clients must have either two chronic health conditions, one 
chronic health condition with an imminent risk of another, or serious mental illness.  Health Homes 
basically create a facility where someone can be treated for mental health and primary health problems 
in the same place. There are very specific services required to be provided by Health Homes.   
 
Updates from DCYF:  Sandy Woods presented.  Sandy announced that Janice DeFrancis is the new 
director for the department.  DCYF is writing the RFP for Phase II of the System of Care. The deadline 
for responses is July 28.  The plan is to make contract award decisions in September. The FCCP IIs 
will have to be up and running on January 1st.   
 
Alternatives to Sentencing and Trauma Recovery – Priority to Military Program:  Corinna Roy 
presented. This five-year, competitive SAMHSA grant is being done in collaboration with the courts, 
Corrections, and the VA. It is a comprehensive approach to creating a trauma informed criminal justice 
system that identifies and recommends alternative or reduced sentencing to adults with trauma 
histories/PTSD, prioritizing veterans and all military personnel. Its aim is to move clients from the 
criminal justice system and into treatment that is trauma-informed and/or trauma specific. The Chief 
Justice is on board and pulling in the cooperation of others.  The evidence based practice selected is 
Trauma, Addictions, Mental Health and Recovery (TAMAR).  A year was spent modifying TAMAR to 
making it appropriate to veterans.  
 
Old/New Business:  Rich asked Charles and Liz to update the Council on the Federal Block Grant.  
Charles said that the Block Grant subcommittee has met and the decision made that BHDDH staff will 
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draft the planning section of the Block Grant Application and present it to the subcommittee on August 
12. The Council will have the opportunity to review the plan before its submission on September 1.   
 
Liz highlighted some of the comments made by SAMHSA Director Hyde at the Block Grant Planning 
Conference, which she attended on behalf of the Council.  She also mentioned that across the country 
there will be $2B less funding for health and human services.   
 
Charles mentioned that the Department received a contract from the FDA to implement the new 
tobacco law.  RI is the first state to receive a new working contract for inspections of tobacco sales to 
youth and advertising and labeling compliance. 
 
Upon motion being made and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 2:29 p.m.   
 
The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at Barry 
Hall in room 126, 14 Harrington Road, Cranston RI 02920. 

Minutes respectfully recorded and written by: 

 
Lisa Stevens 
Secretary, Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health 
 
 
/attachments 


